
Meeting Minutes of the Clintonville Area Commission 
September 4, 2025 

Community Room at Whetstone Library Branch 
3909 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 

Thanks to Columbus Metropolitan Libraries for hosting this meeting. 
A recording will be made available on Channel Clintonville on YouTube. 

 

 
 

7:00 Call to order, Welcome, Housekeeping, Approval of Agenda – Chair Boulton 
 
Commissioners Present  
☒District 1 – Paul Lada                               ☒District 4 – Angela Sausser                   ☒District 7- Mike Weinman 
☒District 2 – Brenda Arnold                      ☒District 5 – Brittany Boulton                 ☒District 8 – Josh Hively 
☐District 3 – Donna Leigh-Osborne         ☒District 6 – Mark Moritz                        ☒District 9 – Drew Miller 
 
Absences – Commissioner Leigh-Osborne          
 
Pledge of Allegiance – All  
 
Announcements – welcome to new Commissioner Arnold for district 2 
 
Approval of Agenda – approved by all 

 

     District Updates – all commissioners 
• District 1 – Paul Lada 

o Update on work of Columbia Gas on Tulane Avenue; announcement of public hearing on 
ADUs on Wednesday, September 10th at 6 pm at Fran Ryan Center on 865 E Capital St., on 
code changes that would make it easier for property owners to build Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADUs) in residential zoning districts.  

• District 2 – Brenda Arnold 
o No updates. 

• District 3 – Donna Leigh-Osborne 
o Absent. 

• District 4 – Angela Sausser 
o No updates. 

• District 5 – Brittany Boulton 
o Received call from resident about maintenance of rain gardens, was called in to 311 with 

success; responded to emails about district 3 election. 
• District 6 – Mark Moritz 

o No updates. 
• District 7 – Mike Weinman 

o Reported to the sherif that a sex offender moved in close to the World Languages Middle 
School.  

• District 8 – Josh Hively 
o No updates. 

• District 9 – Drew Miller 
o No updates. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZAplkFzOFEw_JtLAURddEg


 Approval of Past Meeting Minutes – Interim secretary Leigh-Osborne (shared via email). 
• Minutes approved. 

 Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Miller 
• Update on budget. In August, there were four transactions totaling $630.00, leaving the commission 

with $1,422.07 in available funds for 2025.   

 Introduction – State representative Humphrey, Candidate for Ohio Senate 
• State representative Latyna M. Humphrey of 2nd house district makes a non-braggadocious pitch for 

candidacy for Ohio Senate District 15. 

 Election update – Election committee Chair Doll 
• Update on election committee report about complaint about election in district (see attachment). 

o Statements from Joel Ronske, Tom Albanese, and Will Klatt, candidates for district 3, about 
district 3 election. 

o Statement from Jordan Ticknor, candidate for district 3, appealing the decision of the 
election committee about district 3 election. 

o Statement from commissioner Miller about the election (see attachment). 
• Proposal to table the discussion in order to get legal advice from city – approved by all 

commissioners. 

 CAC Planning and Development Committee – Chair Pendexter 
• 2025 Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) recommendations (see presentation attached). 

o Question from commissioner Miller about strategy of proposed improvement projects that 
align with process of Public Services. 

o Question from audience about how the capital improvement projects process works at the 
city level.  

 Update from City of Columbus  
Representatives from Department of Neighborhoods – Stacey Buttel 

• Second Round of 614 Beautiful is now open. Submissions are due October 6th. The maximum grant 
award is $15,000. All program information can be found here:  https://www.614beautiful.org/apply. 

o Jacob Miller of the Planning and Development Committee offers support of the committee 
to Clintonville communities who want to apply for this program. 

 Update from Columbus Gas on Project – Leah Lewis 
• Update on work in progress on Tulane Road and Weber Road. 

o Question from commissioner Lada about aeration of trees and involvement of the arborist. 

 Announcement of Next Meeting – The next meeting will be at 7 pm on Thursday, October 2, 2025, at 
Whetstone Library. 

 

 Public Comment: 
• Brendan Inscho inviting neighbors to Progressive Coffee Hour with county auditor Michael Stinziano at 

Cup of Joe on Saturday 6 September 10 – 11 am.  
• Teachers from Columbus City Schools offered help from middle schoolers with CAC social media.  

 Adjourn 

 

https://www.614beautiful.org/apply
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            Clintonville Area Commission Election Committee Decision 
     Complaint of District 3 Candidate Joel Ronschke filed August 24, 2025 
 

I. Background 
 

a. Election Committee Intervention to Enforce Restricted Zone – Early Voting Day 08/19/25 
 
At approximately 6:40pm on August 19, 2025, Early Voting Day, District 3 Commissioner 
candidate Jordan Ticknor entered the polling room (having voted a few minutes previously) and 
asked Sarah Snyder and Melissa Doll, the two Election Committee members covering the polls, if 
it was ok to “campaign” near the front entrance because she has just witnessed Will Klatt doing 
so.  Chair Doll pulled up the applicable Election Rule on her laptop and walked outside to discuss 
the situation with Will Klatt. She approached him from behind and observed that he was standing 
in a prominent location about 20 feet straight out from the front entrance of the polling place. 
Based on his positioning and demeanor, her immediate impression was that he had stationed 
himself there to engage with voters. She did not observe him handing out flyers or notice any 
flyers, although this would not be inconsistent with what she observed in terms his positioning and 
demeanor.  Chair Doll showed Will Klatt the applicable election rule on her laptop and told him 
he needed to move out to at least 100 feet away from the entrance. He was cordial, acknowledged 
being within the restricted zone, and said he would leave rather than move farther out.  Chair Doll 
returned to the polling room at 6:45pm. She went back outside shortly thereafter to make sure Will 
Klatt was not within the restricted zone and did not see him on the premises. 

 
b. Joel Ronschke’s Complaint 

 
On August 24, 2025, the Election Committee received a formal complaint from District 3 
Commissioner candidate Joel Ronschke seeking disqualification of Will Klatt as a District 3 
Commissioner candidate based on the allegation that he engaged in campaigning activity for 
approximately 45 minutes on Early Voting Day by distributing campaigning and distributing flyers 
at or near the entrance of the polling place during voting hours, in violation of Election Rule VI(G), 
which states: 
 

No person shall engage in any campaigning within 100 feet of the entrance of the building 
used by voters at the polling place during the time the poll is open on Election Day 

Joel Ronschke asserted that this alleged conduct gave Will Klatt "an advantage to gain additional 
votes to win election by means not in compliance with election rules. This is an example of not 
understanding and following the clearly stated rules and is not acceptable for a CAC 
Commissioner." 
 
See Attachment 1 for a copy of the complaint and other relevant communication. 
 

c. Will Klatt’s Response to Joel Ronschke’s Complaint 
 
Will Klatt provided the following explanation in response to Joel Ronschke’s complaint, in 
pertinent part: 
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• He stopped “canvassing” after Chair Doll approached him about being in the restricted 
zone.  

• He canvassed for “about an hour in an area that [he[ believed to be with in compliance but 
upon hearing from [Chair Doll] that [he] must be an additional 20-30 or so feet further [he] 
stopped.” 

• He believes he “talked to a total of 6-8 people during that hour,” among them: 
- Two candidates - one with their partner 
- One neighbor 
- Two friends of one of the other candidates 
- Two people he did not know  

• He did not intend to be in the restricted zone and stopped upon being notified of the issue 
by Chair Doll. 

• The perimeter of the restricted zone was not marked “so there was no real way to know 
where the line was.” 

• “There was no intent to violate a campaign rule nor should this disqualify [him] or any 
other candidate.” 

 
See Attachment 2 for a copy of the full response. 
 

II. Findings 
 
Following a review of the complaint, Will Klatt’s statement in response to the complaint, and 
available evidence, the Election Committee finds the following: 
 

1. Early Voting Day was Tuesday, August 19, 2025, with voting hours between 6-8pm. 
2. A total of 28 District 3 residents cast a vote on Early Voting Day. 
3. Election Day was Saturday, August 23, 2025, with voting hours between 10am – 2pm. 
4. A total of 96 District 3 residents cast a vote on Election Day. 
5. The uncertified election results are: 

-Tom Albanese: 21 
-Will Klatt: 59 
-Joel Ronschke: 18 
-Jordan Ticknor: 26 

6. Will Klatt engaged in campaigning activity at the polling place entrance on Early Voting 
Day between approximately 6pm – 6:45pm, other than when he was inside the polling area 
casting his vote.   

7. Will Klatt’s campaigning activity occurred within the 100-foot restricted area, as defined 
by Election Rule VI(G). 

8. Will Klatt’s campaigning activity at least took the form of talking to potential voters, which 
he acknowledges doing.  Whether he also handed out flyers is not material under the facts 
and circumstances, as talking to potential voters and handing out flyers each constitute 
Election Rule violations when conducted with the 100-foot restricted area. Further, talking 
to potential voters can be viewed as a more serious than handing out flyers, a more passive 
activity, due to its potential to influence voter behavior more directly.  

9. Will Klatt talked to approximately 8 potential voters. 
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10. Will Klatt was cordial, acknowledged being in the restricted area, and left the restricted 
area upon being asked to move by Chair Doll. 

11. No evidence was presented indicating that voters were obstructed, intimidated, or 
prevented from casting their ballots. 

12. The boundary of the restricted zone was not marked.  Election Rules did not require it to 
be marked (by contrast, the Ohio Revised Code requires a restricted zone boundary to be 
marked for state and federal elections). 

13. Will Klatt did not appear to violate intentionally the restricted zone for campaigning 
activity. 

 
III. Considerations 
 

The Election Committee recognizes that campaigning within a restricted zone is in violation of 
Election Rule VI(G).  However, disqualification of a candidate is a serious remedy that overrides 
the will of voters.  Accordingly, it must meet the following criteria: 

 
• The violation must be intentional and egregious. 
• The conduct must materially affect the integrity or outcome of the election. 
• The candidate at issue must be afforded due process, including notice and an 

opportunity to respond. 
 

IV. Decision 
 
Based on the above findings and considerations, the Election Committee hereby rules: 
 

• The conduct of Will Klatt constituted a technical violation of Election Rule VI(G). 
• However, the violation does not warrant disqualification. 

o There is no evidence that the violation was intended to undermine the election 
process. 

o There is no evidence that the violation resulted in voter obstruction, intimidation or 
suppression. 

o The violation did not materially affect the integrity or outcome of the election  
§ Based on his statement, Will Klatt interacted with about 8 potential voters while 

campaigning in the restricted zone.  Assuming these efforts swayed all 8 people 
to vote in his favor, and subtracting those 8 votes from his total and reassigning 
them to Joel Ronschke – Will Klatt would still have won the election by a wide 
margin: 

o Tom Albanese - 21 
o Will Klatt -51 
o Joel Ronschke - 26 
o Jordan Ticknor - 26 

§ Will Klatt would still have won the election by a wide margin even if the 8 
votes were subtracted from his total and reassigned to each of the other 
candidates in turn. 

• While not warranting disqualification, the technical violation does call for the Election 
Committee to admonish Will Klatt to be aware of all Bylaws and Election Rules. 
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• The Election Committee will recommend changes to the Election Rules for 2026 to 
include enforcement protocols for Section VI(G) for future elections, including 
marking and monitoring the restricted zone boundary. 

 
V. Conclusion 

 
The Election Committee affirms the election results and declines to disqualify Will Klatt. 
 
This Election Committee decision is final unless appealed to the Chair of the Clintonville Area 
Commission in writing within three (3) days of the decision. 
 
Appeal Instructions: 
This decision may be appealed to the Chair of the Clintonville Area Commission within three (3) 
days of the decision.  Accordingly, the deadline to file an appeal is Wednesday, September 3, 2025. 
 
To file an appeal, submit a written notice including: 

• The name of the appellant 
• The ground for appeal 
• A copy of this decision 

 
Appeals must be submitted to Brittany Boulton, Chair, Clintonville Area Commission, at the 
following email address: 
Email:  brittanyforclintonville@gmail.com 
 
Failure to file within the deadline may result in dismissal of the appeal. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Melissa Doll 
Chair, Election Committee 
Clintonville Area Commission 
On behalf of the Election Committee 
 
Dated:  August 31, 2025 
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Attachment 1 
 

From: Joel Ronschke <joelronschke@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Aug 25, 2025 at 10:38 AM 
Subject: CAC Election Results - District 3: Formal Complaint 
To: Melissa Doll <dcm8694@gmail.com> 
 

 Melissa, 
 
Good morning. Please confirm this email will serve as my formal complaint.  
 
I seek the disqualification of CAC District 3 Commissioner candidate Will Klatt for campaigning 
approximately 45 minutes at a distance less than 100 ft from the entrance of Whetstone Library 
on 8/19, I direct violation of Bylaw section below: 
 
Section VII(G) of the CAC Election Rules states:   "No person shall engage in any campaigning 
within 100 feet of the entrance of the building used by voters at the polling place during the time 
the poll is open on Election Day." 
 
I feel this has provided him an advantage to gain additional votes to win election by means not in 
compliance with election rules. This is an example of not understanding and following the 
clearly stated rules and is not acceptable for a CAC Commissioner. 
 
Respectfully, 
Joel Ronschke  
 
 
From: Joel Ronschke <joelronschke@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Aug 24, 2025 at 3:25 PM 
Subject: Re: CAC Election Results - District 3 
To: Melissa Doll <dcm8694@gmail.com> 
 

My wife and I both witnessed Will Klatt campaigning and handing out flyers less than 100ft 
from the library entrance at early voting on 8/19. 
 
Is there a formal process for filiing a complaint? 
 
Thanks! 
Joel Ronschke 
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Attachment 2 
 
From: Will Klatt <will.b.klatt@gmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Aug 30, 2025 at 2:14 PM 
Subject: Re: Request for Response to Campaigning Complaint 
To: Melissa Doll <dcm8694@gmail.com> 
 
 
Hi Melissa, 
 
As discussed with you, I stopped canvassing upon our discussion during early vote. Which I did 
for about an hour in an area that I believed to be with in compliance but upon hearing from you 
that I must be an additional 20-30 or so feet further I stopped. I believe I talked to a total of 6-
8  people during that hour. Two of which were candidates one was with their partner , one of 
which were my neighbors and two of which were friends of one of the other candidates and two 
people of which I did not know.  
 
It wasn’t my intent to be within the 100 feet perimeter and when informed by you that I was 
within the 100 feet I stopped. The election committee did not set up a perimeter so there was no 
real way to know where the line was. I immediately complied once I was informed. There was 
no intent to violate a campaign rule nor should this disqualify me or any other candidate.  
 
There is no way this misunderstanding of where the line was could have any bearing on the 
outcome of the election in any meaningful way.   
 
Joel may be upset he lost the election after receiving 18 out of 124 votes but any attempt to 
upend the popular vote would be a grave disservice to both Clintonville community and the 
Clintonville Area Commission.  
 
Please let me know any timeline related to reviewing a  decision so I can make the appropriate 
communications to the neighborhood via Facebook and  so I can use my union negotiated benefit 
to legal consultations through my employer to address any attempt to disenfranchise candidates 
or voters in this election.  
 
Best,  
 
Will Klatt. 
 
From: Melissa Doll <dcm8694@gmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Aug 30, 2025 at 4:02 PM 
Subject: Re: Request for Response to Campaigning Complaint 
To: Will Klatt <will.b.klatt@gmail.com> 
 
 
Will, 
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Thank you for your prompt reply and statement. 
 
We have a follow up question for you: Can you please clarify whether your canvassing included 
handing out flyers? 
 
Regarding your questions in your email and text: 
 
The Election Committee reviews complaints between August 30 - September 3.  The Election 
Committee will issue a decision on the pending complaint by September 3.  Any appeals by 
candidates must be submitted in writing to the CAC Chair within 3 days of the Election 
Committee decision.  Appeals will be considered at the next CAC meeting. 
 
Attached per your request are the communications with Joel Ronschke on this matter to date. 
 
I will send you a copy of the Election Committee's decision as soon as we finalize it. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Melissa Doll 
Chair, CAC Election Committee 
 
From: Will Klatt <will.b.klatt@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Aug 31, 2025 at 2:13 PM 
Subject: Re: Request for Response to Campaigning Complaint 
To: Melissa Doll <dcm8694@gmail.com> 
 
 
Thank you Melissa,  
 
I’m by no means frustrated with CAC or the elections committee. You are fulfilling your 
responsibility to investigate and make rulings under the charter.  
 
My frustration relates to attempts to invalidate a free and fair election based on my 
misunderstanding of where the line is. For future elections it might be worth placing a flag or 
cone to make it clear to candidates where the line is. Otherwise it’s impossible for a candidate to 
know where the line is, and making a mistake on that front when no line is clearly demarcated is 
no means grounds for disqualifying a candidate.  
 
When you informed me I was wrong where the line was I immediately stopped. there was no 
intent to violate a rule and I corrected it immediately. In addition there is no way this mistake on 
my part could have altered the outcome of this election. Had a mistake , misunderstanding or 
intentional violation had the ability to change the outcome of the election I would fully 
understand disqualifying a candidate or rerunning the election, however this was clearly not the 
case. The outcome of the election was overwhelmingly clear. I will continue to defend my 
neighbors right to elect the CAC commissioner of their choosing for this ward.   
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Best regards, 
 
Will 
 
 



Statement from Commissioner Drew Miller about the Election Update 
 

"I’ve read through all of the candidate statements, and I want to commend each of the 
candidates for their willingness to step forward and contribute to our community. Your 
engagement is valuable, and I hope it continues beyond this election. 

I agree with the idea of creating a candidate code of conduct, particularly regarding the use 
of social media, and believe this should be clarified in our election guidelines going 
forward. Clearer expectations will help prevent situations like this in the future. 

Because the consequences for violating election rules are currently undefined, we have to 
weigh both the nuance of the violation and the margin of victory. According to the Election 
Committee’s report, the violation in question did not aEect the outcome of the election. It 
is fair to assume that voters who took the time to participate were not undecided when they 
arrived at the polls, and therefore were unlikely to have been swayed by this violation. I 
thank Chair Doll and the committee for their careful review, and I stand by their 
assessment. To invalidate the entire election would be the wrong course. 

Furthermore, opinions and feelings about decorum, while important for discussion, should 
not weigh into the formal decision of whether or not to overturn an election. 

For these reasons, I support upholding the results as certified by the Election Committee, 
while working to strengthen our rules and expectations for future elections." 

 


